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21
SaturdaySaturday

Annual Allottees Meeting
9am

Desert Diamond

28
SaturdaySaturday

Young Women’s Gathering
 1-Day Retreat

21
SaturdaySaturday

San Xavier District
Swap Meet
12 pm - 6 pm
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Effective Immediately

The San Xavier District Council has changed the deadline for
submitting documents for placement on the San Xavier District
Council Agenda. Instead of a one-week window for requesting and
submitting documents, it will be two weeks.

Example:                 Meeting date- March 3 , 2026rd

                                   Deadline date - February 17 , 2026th

If you have any questions, please contact the SXD Council
Department; Rina Encinas- (520)573-4028 or Ariayna Yellowbank
(520)573-4026

Thank you,
THE SAN XAVIER DISTRICT COUNCIL DEPARTMENT
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When everything turns green 
 
A:ñi ‘añ hab ce:gig Michael David Anthony Enis.
Ñ amjed i:ya Wa:k tab, Ḍ o añ Wa:k Himdag
Events Coordinator. Here is some information
to share. There are many ways O’odham
Himdag is shared and understood. Let this be
one source for you as you read and listen. 
 
During this month O’odham gather in different
ways to keep many traditions. Some traditions
have been kept for generations, and some are
new. 
 
During this time, we begin to see the leaves on
the trees to begin to come out. The Sun starts
to come up earlier and set later. Spring is a
good time to gather and harvest plants used
for medicines and healing. But you must be
aware of what to harvest and how to preserve
those items. Over the next two months I hope
to have QR codes to YouTube videos that will
highlight that information. 
 
This Month the Unity Run will take place. More
information will be sent out soon. Please be on
the lookout for the District’s social media
pages. The dates for the Unity Run are March
15-21, 2026. Below are QR codes for short
stories and songs that are either connected to
the Unity Run or about running. Feel free to
listen and learn. 
 
In closing, please take the time to see the
Sunrise and or sunset. Spring is near, and we
should use the changing of seasons to make
changes in our own lives. Keep moving
forward. 

Here are some O’odham Songs for the
month of March. 

There are memories that are attached to
these songs. Feel free to ask. In the coming
months, there will be opportunities to
gather and sing together. 
 
S-wegi Du’ag (Red Mountain) Salt River, AZ 

Telling of the Unity Run journey in the early
2000’s. 
 

Red Mountain to the North it stands.
At the base I see the people running.

The river flows

Ce:dagĭ Wawhia Song (Green Well) Son, Mex.

At the South end of the Baboquivari
Mountains, there is an O’odham village

known as Ce:dagĭ Wawhia. This is where, in
the beginning years of the Unity Run, the

run would end or it would begin.

Himdag Events
Coordinator 

Ce:dagĭ Maṣad   
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I look forward to creating and collaborating with you all in the near
future in regard to cultural and community events and potential ideas.
If you have any suggestions or questions, please feel free to reach out
and send me an email to menis@waknet.org or phone call at (520) 573-
4005. Pegi ‘Oig.

Tohono O’odham Running Song

Overall this song has been used for
runner’s encouragement, but also a

song of moving forward.

Morning Runner Song
This song can be heard on KOHN or

KWAK when the traditional songs are
played. This song tells of a runner

waiting for the Sun to come up. How
the runner runs on the desert paths

and power and strength follow.

Himdag Events Coordinator Contd. 



Greetings Wa:k Community! At this time, I want to recognize Miranda Flores
(Administrative Assistant) and both Monica Valenzuela & Michael Lopez (Hikdan/Complex
Groundskeeping Crew) for their hard work and dedication to the department and
community. Miranda recently reached her 1-year anniversary with the department in
January, and both Monica & Michael have been with the department for 2 years and
started on the same day in February 2024. All three have made a positive impact on the
District with their creativity and love for the outdoors, and we are grateful for that.

Some of the activities or meetings our department has been involved in or attended
include: We continue to meet with the Land Assignment Committee to discuss current
land assignment matters and concerns. Staff met with JE Fuller to discuss the Cemetery
Wash 30% Design Plans. The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) provided a virtual
update presentation on a portion of the SunZia Transmission Line, and the Natural
Resources Specialists assisted with a site assessment requested by the SXD Chairman.

Monitor Program (Geena Johnson): I would like to introduce Ms. Callie H. Anderson, Field
Representative at the Denver Regional Office of the U.S. Census Bureau. Ms. Anderson
has visited some community members or will visit to gather more details about your
living situation and unmet needs. The information you provide is important to our
community and the Tohono O’odham Nation (TON). Please cooperate with Ms. Anderson
and contact her at (520) 730-0716 or by email at callie.h.anderson@census.gov to arrange
her visit.

Save the Date: We are pleased to announce that the 2026 Staff Renewal Ceremony will
take place on Saturday, April 18th, at the Wa:k Hikdan. Next month, we will post our flyer
in the newsletter with more details and the times. Stay tuned!

If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, please contact us: 
David Tenario (520) 573-4056, Geena Johnson (520) 573-4055, Morgan Parsons (520) 573-
4057, Ulrick Francisco (520) 573-4054, or Miranda Flores (520) 573-4053

Thank you & we hope you enjoy spring!
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-David Tenario
Natural Resources Director

NATURAL
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S.A.W.R.S.A 
Southern Arizona Water Rights Settlement Act

Once the contract was approved, the District advertised
for a qualified, responsible, and certified appraiser. The
successful appraiser was awarded in February 1999. The
Appraiser followed the Uniform Appraisal Standards for
Federal Land Acquisition and evaluated 18 allotments
(762 allottees). Included in the evaluation was a portion
of the Nation’s land. The TOLC accepted the appraisal
amount (TOLC Res. 92-002) and the grant of easement
(TOLC Res. 99-388).

Allottee and public meetings were held to explain the
project. Wa:k community members were hired to assist
in educating the allottees, gathering and organizing
signed documents. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
certified the allotee signatures, NEPA document, along
with compliance with the Native American Graves
Repatriation Act, National Historic Preservation Act,
and Endangered Species Act. The BIA approved the
grant of easement in January 2000 and was recorded at
the Land & Title Records in Albuquerque New Mexico.

There were much more discussions and activities going
on during this process, including the Santa Cruz
Riverbank (SCRB) stabilization which was substantially
completed in July 1998. Other projects to consider were
the CAP Link pipeline clearing, SCRB reseeding, sinkhole
investigation, well repair, farm rehabilitation design, etc.

If you should have any questions, please do not hesitate
to call Maggie Alvarez or Velma Begay at (520)573-4000.

In this article, information will be provided on how
the Central Arizona Project (CAP) water delivery
system arrived to the San Xavier Cooperative farm
(Farm) and San Xavier District (District).

The CAP water delivery system was constructed by
the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR) and is managed
and maintained by the Central Arizona Water
Conservation District (CAWCD) Board of Directors.
The system consists of a series of canals, pipelines,
pumping plants, and siphons extending from the
Colorado River to Lake Havasu. The CAP water
conveyance system enters the District through the
Black Mountain pipeline, Reach 6 pipeline, ending
just south of the District at Pima Mine Road. Total
length of the system is 336 miles. The CAP water
delivery system is outlined in BLUE in the map.

In order to deliver CAP water to the District and
Farm, many things had to happen to construct the
CAP Link Pipeline (CAP Link). To name a few, the
BOR had to complete the archeological and
biological investigations as well as consult with the
Tohono O’odham Nation (Nation) Natural Resources
Office. As a result of the tasks mentioned above
(plus more), the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) document was created.

The CAP Link conveyance system would deliver
water to the south boundary of the Farm. The CAP
Link was constructed for 3 miles of 42-inch
diameter PVC pipe and 2 ½ miles of 30-inch
diameter PVC pipe. The CAP Link pipeline is
outlined in RED in the map.

In November 1998, the District submitted an
application to contract for an appraiser and acquire
right of way for the installation of a CAP link
pipeline. The project was authorized by the Tohono
O’odham Legislative Council (TOLC) Resolution No
98-188.
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Department

The Planning Department would like to provide an update on the Culinary Corner
project. The Culinary Corner aims to platform local community members with a space
to sell food items within an arterial corridor of the District. This development will offer
locals an opportunity to build capital, socialize, and highlight the vibrant culinary skills

gifted within this community. Attendants can expect to enjoy food trucks, pop-up
booths, and table seating arrangements. Our department has been actively working

toward project funding since 2022. We have also presented design phasing in budget
meetings to community and council, which has been approved. Additionally, we will be
submitting an RFP (Request for Proposal) in April for an Architectural and Engineering
team to draft an official design. The Planning department is committed to providing

community members with new and exciting spaces to socialize and exchange culture.
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O’odham Ap’edag Ki: O’odham Ap’edag Ki: 
People Wellness HousePeople Wellness House

S-keg Tas Wa:k Community,

Wishing you all are well, in good health, and safe in your homes. Although we believe the
flu season has passed, pneumonia is now affecting our nation and abroad. Do not
hesitate to check in at the Clinic if you are not feeling well. Remember, your health and
well-being are important.

The Ap’edag Ki: (People Wellness House) focused on activities centered on feelings and
kindness. Students learned the importance of respect and are learning to acknowledge
one another as friends in O’odham with a handshake. Students took a trip to Kennedy
Park where they enjoyed watching & feeding the ducks, visited the University of Arizona
Museum and with great interest listened to the story of “How the Nuwi (buzzard) got to
be so ugly”, This story gave the students a view of how we should all share and be
thankful of what we have and not to be greedy. Students asked many questions, gained a
better understanding of what a buzzard looks like & why it eats dead animals (Very
Interesting Story). We plan to continue focusing on sessions and topics that support our
students' well-being.

Thank You

Margaret Unito- Ap’edag Ki: Case Manager
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Wa:k Spirit
Ce:dagi Masad/Green Month

February

Wa:k Spirit
Ce:dagi Masad/Green Month

February
S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community,
 
I continue to be amazed at how quickly the school year flies by! Given that we have now entered March
and there are only three months of school left, this is unbelievable! With March approaching, our
thoughts drift away to spring and saying goodbye to winter.
 
FOR YOUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS & ADULTS! Thinking about College? Don’t know where to start? Visit
the SXD Education Center or give us a call; we will be happy to assist you or guide you in the right
direction. There are many scholarships out there to help pay for school. There are many wonderful
opportunities for parents/guardians of teen students who will be graduating this year and for community
members who are interested in going back to school. One scholarship to take advantage of is the
Freeport-McMoRan Native American College Scholarship Program 2026, which is now open and closes on
April 1, 2026. This scholarship is funded by the Freeport-McMoRan Foundation and administered by
Education Forward Arizona. The value of this scholarship is:
 

$3,000/per semester for students enrolled in a
four-year program at a university or tribal college.
 $1,500/per semester for students enrolled in a
two-year program at a community college or tribal
college.
$5,000/per semester for students enrolled in a
graduate program. 
For students enrolled at a trade or technical
school, the value of this scholarship will be
determined by program length, not to exceed
$15,000.

 
For more information, go to this link or scan QR code
on the flyer:
 
https://educationforwardarizona.org/innovate/attainm
ent/scholarships/native-american-scholarship-
program/
 
As we move through March and push on towards the
warmer and sunnier days of spring, I thank you for
your continued support of your child's education.
Looking forward to serving you and everyone else as
you continue your education. 
 
 
Carmen H. Martinez, Program Administrator
 



Well! It is MARCH already! The library remains on the upswing.
 

The library is happy to announce our partnership with the Pima County Office of Digital
Inclusion! We has our first group of 8 participants complete their classes and were rewarded a

tablet upon completion. If you missed the first session, no worries! We will be having additional
classes. You can call Gertie or Elissa at 520-807-8621 for more information on this wonderful

opportunity. 
 

Our infant/toddler classes continue to be held on Tuesdays from 10:30—11:15.
We had “Love of Reading” the week of February 9—11. Thank you to all the San Xavier District

Staff for coming out to read to the children.
 

The bookmobile continues to visit the Education Center on the first Wednesday of each month.
The next visit will be on Wednesday, March 4, 2026, at 3:00 p.m.
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Gertrude Lopez—glopez@waknet.org
Learning Resource Coordinator

 
Elissa Encinas—eencinas@waknet.org

Learning Center Aide
 

G
 r e

 e t i n g s   f r o m   t h e   L i b r a r y   

March 2026
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Education Outreach Education Outreach 
CoordinatorsCoordinators

Graduating High School Seniors

Need help with FASFA or college applications?
Our program is offering support to help seniors

complete form, understand next steps, and meet
deadlines.

Staff are available to answer questions and
provide guidance. Please ask a staff member or

contact us for more information.

We’re here to support your next step after
graduation!

Delissa Romero
Education Outreach Coordinator

520-807-8630
 

S-keg Tas Wa:k Community,
 
We are excited to welcome the month of March and
all the new energy that comes with the beginning of
spring! As the days grow longer, our afterschool
program continues to be a safe, supportive, and
engaging space where students can learn, play, and
grow together. 
 
This month, students will take part in a variety of
hands-on activities that encourage creativity,
teamwork, and curiosity. Our March plans include art
projects inspired by the changing season, outdoor
movement, and games. We will also continue offering
dedicated time for homework support, ensuring
students receive guidance and encouragement in a
calm and caring environment. Our staff is committed
to providing a consistent routine, a welcoming
atmosphere, and a space where every child feels
seen, valued, and supported. After-school is not just a
place to pass time, it’s a place where children can feel
safe, build confidence, and connect with trusted
adults and peers. 
 
Please remember to check backpacks for program
updates and announcements, and don’t hesitate to
reach out if you have any questions or concerns. We
value our partnership with families and are grateful
for the trust you place in us each day. 
 
Thank you for allowing us to be a part of your child’s
educational journey. We look forward to a positive
enriching month ahead. 
 

Upcoming Highlights

March 6   : No School for TUSDth

March 6  - 8  : VOY NAU College Tourth th

March 9  - 13  : Spring Break for SUSD, MASSA & SXMSth th

March 9  - 11  : No Afterschool Programth th

March 13  - 20  : Spring Break for TUSDth th

March 28  : Young Women’s Gathering 1-Day Retreatth

 

Missed busMissed bus
programprogram

Missed bus
program

Morning transportation will be provided
for those students who miss their school
bus, including the VanTran and SunTran.
The limits area as follows

3 times per month for Kinder-5  gradeth

2 times per month for Middle & High
School students

Applications are available at the
San Xavier Education Center

520.807.8620



Last year, I introduced you to Libby, a beautiful Labrador dog. Libby is a “Reading
Assistance Therapy” dog who has visiting us, along with her owner, Mr. Howard Guralnick,
for a year now for our After School Program. Libby’s purpose and benefit of visiting the
Education Center is to improve our children's literacy skills through her assistance. This
classic human-animal interaction has been studied and is supported by documentation
from ongoing field studies. Our partnership with Howard and Libby enables us to help
our children build confidence, improve social skills, and develop a love of reading.
 
Other benefits to having a “Reading Assistance Therapy” dog, such as Libby, are:
 
· Our children improve their reading skills in a unique and fun environment, free of
performance pressure.
· Promotes another way that animals can make a positive difference in our children's
lives.
· Animals are without bias and judgment of a child’s reading skills.
· Our children gain self-esteem as they begin to master the skills of reading.
· Reading to a dog can improve a child’s self-confidence, especially at school. 
 
The SXD Education Center looks forward to having Libby visit and participate with our
students in the After School Program. Thank you for your service to our SXD students.
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Howard G. & Libby 
Reading Assistance Therapy Dog 
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San Xavier District of the
Tohono O’odham Nation
2018 W. San Xavier Road
Tucson, Arizona 85746
Phone: (520) 573-4000
Fax: (520) 573-4089

The San Xavier District employees are dedicated and committed to delivering
exceptional service to the community. Our team is here to assist you with any inquiries

or needs you may have. Please visit our website for information about our programs and
events. https://www.waknet.org/


