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N‌A‌T‌U‌R‌A‌L Resources Resources 
Greetings Wa:k Community! You've probably noticed the sun coming up a little later these

days, signaling the start of fall. Hopefully, it’ll cool off some, and we get a few more days of

rain. There’s so much going on these days that we hope you’re able to get out and enjoy

your favorite activity. Also, just a friendly reminder that our office will be closed on Monday,

September 7th in observance of Labor Day. 

Last month, all our Groundskeepers attended the “Managing Pests That Impact the Health

of the Community” workshop at the Hanam Ke:k Recreation Center. Topics included Ticks

and Animal Care, Household Pesticide Use and Safety, an Introduction to Food Safety and

FSMA rules, New World Screwworm, and Indoor Air Quality. We were also fortunate to host

a few visitors from the Southwest Native American Fish & Wildlife Society at the Wa:k

Hikdan, and we will be closing out our end-of-fiscal-year items to usher in Fiscal Year 2027,

set for October 1st.

Quick reminder to please do your part and help keep our community free of litter. We've

received several complaints about trash building up around our community, especially

around bus stops. These bus stops are for adults and youth. Please be mindful of others

and dispose of your trash properly. Together as a community, we can keep our home clean.

– G. Johnson. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact us: David Tenario (520) 573-4056,

Geena Johnson (520) 573-4055, Morgan Parsons (520) 573-4057, or Ulrick Francisco (520)

573-4054.

Thank you & enjoy your Labor Day Holiday!

 

NR Director    



As we prepare for our Wa:k Cekṣañ Taṣ (Wa:k District Day), below are QR codes that will take

you to YouTube videos. These four songs tell of the Wa:k Community. There are memories

that are attached to these songs. The purpose of having these songs available is to have you

become familiar with the rhythm, melody, and some of the words. It does take further time

and practice to understand the songs. Especially the stories and meaning of why the song is

sung.  

HIMDAG EVENTSHIMDAG EVENTS  HIMDAG EVENTS COORDINATORCOORDINATOR  
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A:ñi ‘añ hab ce:gig Michael David Anthony Enis. Ñ amjed i:ya Wa:k tab, Ḍ o añ Wa:k Himdag
Events Coordinator. Here is some information to share. There are many ways O’odham
Himdag is shared and understood. Let this be one source for you as you read and listen. 

During this month the O’odham would continue to maintain their fields and begin the pre-

tasks for fall harvesting. The rain begins to slow down, and the wild grass begins to thin out

and dry up. This is one of the reasons this month is called Waṣai Gakidag Maṣad  

D R Y  G R A S S  M O O ND R Y  G R A S S  M O O N

WAṢAI GAKIDAG MAṢAD WAṢAI GAKIDAG MAṢAD 

Here are some O’odham Songs for the month of September 

Rainbow over Wa:k Jewed  White birds over Wa:k  



In O’odham singing, we try to sing in sets of fours, if there are enough songs to do so. For example,

the above community songs. Four songs about Wa:k. The songs would be sung, then move onto a

different set of four. A new set could be about a mountain near the community or something.

Sometimes there are not enough songs, so you might hear just one song about a place or

mountain, and then the singers continue singing. This could also be due to time. Different singers

from the other communities do their sets differently.  

Other singers used to identify where the songs were from when they heard them. This was due to

the terms used, rhythm and melody, and dialect.   

 

Using the QR code below, you will hear how the songs would sound with the rattle and box. Some

groups will use a drum or cowhide basket. Some elders would use a box because it has a similar

sound to a willow basket. Willow baskets were used to keep the beat. Please note that there are two

additional songs in the video recording. These songs are telling of Babad Do’ag (Mount Lemmon) or

the Catalina mountain range.  

HIMDAG EVENTSHIMDAG EVENTS  HIMDAG EVENTS COORDINATORCOORDINATOR  

5

I look forward to creating and collaborating with you all in the near future on cultural and

community events and potential ideas. If you have any suggestions or questions, please feel

free to reach out and send me an email to menis@waknet.org or phone call at (520) 573-4005.

Pegi ‘Oig. 

Evening RainbowAli Akimel – Santa Cruz River  
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Wa:k Senior Services is pleased to announce the appointment of its new Director, who officially

began serving the community on August 5, 2026.

 

Originally from the Schuk Toak District and the community of Fresnal, the new Director brings

both a strong educational background and extensive experience in elder services. She attended

Arizona State University, where she earned a Master of Social Work (MSW) degree.

 

With 12 years of experience working with Elders, she has dedicated her career to supporting the

health, well-being, and quality of life of senior community members. Her knowledge,

compassion, and commitment to service make her a valuable addition to the Wa:k Senior

Services team.

 

“I am thankful for the opportunity to serve in the San Xavier community,” she shared. “I look

forward to building upon the excellent work already being done and continuing to support

programs and services that honor our Elders.”

 

The new Director would also like to express her sincere appreciation to the current Wa:k Senior

Services staff for their dedication and hard work. Their continued efforts in providing

meaningful programs, resources, and support have made a positive difference in the lives of

Elders and families throughout the community.

 

“I want to thank the staff for their commitment to our Elders and for the outstanding programs

they provide,” she said. “Together, we will continue to strengthen services, support healthy

aging, and ensure our Elders remain valued, respected, and connected within the community.”

 

Please join us in welcoming our new Director to Wa:k Senior Services. We look forward to her

leadership as she works alongside staff, Elders, and community members to continue serving

the San Xavier community with care and dedication.
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Wa:k Senior Services
Welcomes New Director 

K A R E N  B L A I N E ,  M SW
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Planning Department
Update

Wa:k Ki:kam Park Update: 

The Planning Department would like to provide

some updates regarding our ongoing Wa:k Ki:kam

Park Construction progress. Installation of

playground equipment has begun, including both a

regular and large wheelchair accessible swing set

for community members to enjoy. The playground

area will continue to be expanded upon in the

coming weeks, with wood ships to be utilized

surrounding the playground area. Additionally, our

TOKA field space has been cleared out and graded

for further optimization to be made moving

forward.  

San Xavier District Bus Shelter Project Update: 

Regarding our Bus Stop Shelter Project, the Planning Department remains in

frequent contact with the U.S Department of Transportation. We are pending

approval on our submittal for grant funding to construct four bus stop shelters

at vital locations on District roadways. Several months ago, the San Xavier

District applied to receive funding for this endeavor via the 2026 Tribal

Transportation Program Safety Fund. According to the U.S Department of

Transportation, we can expect to have a response by mid-September. The

Planning Department is excited to improve and expand our roadway

infrastructure and will remain in touch with the U.S Department of

Transportation as we await this approval. 



WA:K CEKSAN TAS
OCTOBER 16 & 17, 2026

ATTENTION!! ATTENTION!
ARTS & CRAFTS, SWEET BOOTHS, SWAP

MEET VENDORS

We are limiting only 20 booths for this years 
WA:K CEKSAN TAS

Due to limited space for the youth activities
Payments will be required prior to the

event date.

APPLICATIONS WILL BE AVAILABLE
SEPT 21, 2026- SXD OFFICE

PAYMENT WILL GUARANTEE YOUR SPOT.
FIRST COME FIRST SERVE.

You may contact CVC member for more
information.

Royalty 
Wa:k Ceksan 
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Wa:k Ceksan Royalty
Applications Available
Deadline-Oct 5, 2026

5pm

Age for each category:

Lil Miss Wa:k Ceksan     5 yrs - 9 yrs
Jr. Miss Wa:k Ceksan     10 yrs - 13 yrs

Miss Wa:k Ceksan     14 yrs - 21 yrs

If you are interested in becoming a
contestant, this maybe for you. You will

learn about your O’odham himdag & make
new frienships.

For more information you may email
wakroyalty@gmail.com



SAN XAVIER COMMUNITY
VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE

BREAKFAST SALE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2026  6:00 AM

SAN XAVIER ROCKHOUSE

BURRITOS
EGGS                         BACON                        SAUSAGE                     SPAM
                                     POTATOES                CHORIZO                    POTATOES & CORN BEEF

$8.00

RED CHILI $9.00

Tortillas (Cecemait) $12.00/DOZ
Pre-Order Deadline: Sept 8, 2026

Menudo w/ Yeast Bread $8.00

EXTRAS $1.00
 Cheese 

Green Chili

CONTACTS
Mae @ 954-0901
Mark @ 235-9758
Brandon @ 409-4316
Elliott @ 336-8720

Agatha @ 444-5629
Thelma @ 505-0821

Alda @ 809-3108

OTHER OPTIONS

Proceeds benefit the 
Wa:k Ceksan Tas October 16 & 17, 2026
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O’odham Ap’edag Ki:O’odham Ap’edag Ki:  O’odham Ap’edag Ki: 
People Wellness HousePeople Wellness HousePeople Wellness House

Greetings Wak Community,

In recognition of Recovery Month this September, People Wellness House warmly invites individuals

and families of all ages to participate in our Walk for Life, honoring all pathways to recovery.

As we walk together, we remember those whose lives have been touched by addiction, celebrate those

in recovery, and offer support to families and loved ones. Through unity, compassion, and hope, we

send a powerful message:

No one walks alone. Recovery is possible, and together we are stronger. ❤️🚶‍♀️🚶‍♂️🚶‍♀️
We look forward to walking beside you.

O’odham Ap’edag KI: People Wellness House



Wa:k SpiritWa:k Spirit
SeptemberSeptember

Wasai Gakidag Masad/Dry Grass MonthWasai Gakidag Masad/Dry Grass Month

Wa:k Spirit
September

Wasai Gakidag Masad/Dry Grass Month

S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community,

Welcome back to another exciting year! As we begin this new academic year, I want to
extend a warm, heartfelt welcome to everyone in the San Xavier District. We, at the San
Xavier District Education Center, are thrilled to open our doors once again and create a
nurturing environment that fosters academic excellence, personal growth, and a strong
sense of community. We believe that every student has unique talents and potential, and
our dedicated team of educators is committed to helping each individual shine bright and
achieve their educational goals. 

This year, we have exciting plans and initiatives to enhance our students' overall learning
experience through our programs. We will continue to focus on developing a well-rounded
education, providing ample opportunities for students to excel not only academically but
also in extracurricular activities and character-building endeavors. 

As always, we encourage parents and guardians to be actively involved in their child's
education. We firmly believe that a strong partnership between the school and families
greatly contributes to a student's success. Open communication and regular engagement
with teachers and school staff are vital to fostering a supportive and thriving learning
environment. 

Throughout the year, we will keep you informed about various events and important updates
through our flyers, Wa:k newsletters, and more. If you ever have any questions or concerns,
please do not hesitate to reach out to us. We are here to support you in every way possible.
 
Carmen H. Martinez
Program Administrator
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The library will be in full swing this month with our library reading time
Head Start library is on Tuesdays from 9:45—10:15.

Infant Toddler begins on Tuesday, September 8th from 10:30—11:15. Ages 0—3.
After School Program begins on September 14th on Mondays and Tuesdays from 3:00

—5:00 and on Wednesdays from 1:00—5:00.
The Pima County Bookmobile will be at the Education Center every 1st Wednesday of

the month from 3:00—4:00.
For more information call Gertie or Elissa at 520-807-8621

ALRIGHT! LET’S HAVE AN AWESOME SCHOOL YEAR!

 

 

Gertrude Lopez—Learning Center Coordinator
Elissa Encinas—Learning Center Aide
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GREETINGS FROM THE LIBRARY



S-ke:g Taṣ N-hajun,

 

Welcome back, community members, to an

exciting new school year! “The beautiful thing

about learning is nobody can take it away from

you.” B.B. King

This month, I will be collaborating with SUSD on

O’odham Culture, Language, history, and hands-

on arts & crafts, as well as a Ribbon Skirt/Shirts

class with students. Several activities will be in the

evening. I recommend checking upcoming events

flyers with SUSD. This will be an enjoyable

semester!

 

During this month in September, the After-school

Program will begin on Monday, September 14,

2026. In the O’odham language class, the students

will learn how air flows differently to produce

letters and where the airflow is blocked by the

tongue, teeth, or lips. They will learn these first

(long vowels, short vowels, consonants, and

phonetics). Also, the alphabet. This is very different

from English. Students will explore language

differences through hands-on arts and crafts

activities. 

 

Elizabeth Ortega, 

San Xavier Education Center

Culture Language Teacher

S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community, Relatives and Friends far

and near.

 

As September begins, we welcome a new month filled

with opportunities to learn, grow, and succeed.

Whether this school year is just beginning or already

underway, remember that every day is a fresh chance

to discover something new, overcome challenges, and

build confidence.

 

To our families: Thank you for being your child’s

biggest supporters. Your encouragement, patience,

and involvement make a lasting impact on their

success. Together, we can help our children build

confidence, develop resilience, and develop a lifelong

love of learning. We appreciate the opportunity to

work with your children. Together we are helping them

become confident learners, caring friends, and future

leaders.

We look forward to another wonderful month of

learning, laughter, and making memories together.

 

Have a safe, happy, and successful September!

 

With appreciation,

Delissa Romero

Anna Butler

Education Outreach Coordinators

 

UPCOMING HIGHLIGHTS

 

*Missed Bus Begins- Aug 31

*After School Program Begins- Sept 14

*Voices Of Our Youth Begins- Sept 17

 16

Education Outreach
Coordinators Corner 
Education Outreach
Coordinators Corner 

Cultural Language   
Teacher 

Cultural Language‌  
Teacher 
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San Xavier District of the
Tohono O’odham Nation
2018 W. San Xavier Road
Tucson, Arizona 85746
Phone: (520) 573-4000
Fax: (520) 573-4089
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