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S-ke:g Taș!
A:ñi añ ap ce:gig Reyna Pablo. Añi gamai-gigi’iik ahidak. Ñe
mashcmakud Ombudsman High school. Ñ-je’e ‘o hab ce:gig
Genna Pablo, Ñ-hu’ul ‘o hab ce:gig Sally Pablo, Ñ-ka:k ‘o hab
ce:gig Patsy Ramon, Ñ-wosk ‘o hab ce:gig Ervin Antone. Añi
Miss Wa:k Ceksan First Attendant 2024-2025.

Good day!
My name is Reyna Pablo. I am 18 years old. I attend
Ombudsman High School. My mother’s name is Genna
Pablo, and my maternal grandmother is Sally Pablo; my
paternal grandparents are Patsy Ramon and Ervin Antone. I
am the Miss Wa:k Ceksan First Attendant 2024-2025.

My first appearance of the new year was the Miss TON
Farewell Celebration. It was an emotional event because it
would represent the ending of something great, but it
opens new doors for the ladies coming out of their reign. 

My second appearance of the new year was the Miss TON
Pageant. This was an event I enjoyed. I liked the talent
presentation part of the event. To recap my appearances
for February, the first appearance my sash sisters and I
took part in was the TON Parade, where the theme was
‘Celebrating our O’odham Superheroes’. We honored our
loved ones who were in the armed services and our
Chairman, Austin Nuñez, who is seen as a superhero in our
community. I also took part in the grand entry at the pow-
wow grounds later that day. 

The second appearance my court and I participated in was
the 100th Annual Tucson Rodeo Parade. That morning, we
started by decorating the horse carriage with flowers. The
horse that pulled us was so beautiful, her name was Angel.
For this parade, there were so many people. The next day
was the Miss Tohono O’odham Nation Recognition
Celebration. I was asked to introduce the MCs. This was
very nerve-racking since I had never opened an event like
this. However, it didn’t seem as scary as I thought once I
started talking. The evening turned out well, and my court
and I helped serve dinner to the elders and people in
attendance. 

The Pisinemo Pageant was an event I’ll cherish. I always like
seeing the district royalty's pageants. That same weekend,
we had a baked goods fundraiser at the 40th Annual Wa:k
Pow Wow. My sash sisters and I took part in the grand entry.
I loved seeing the colorful regalia of the dancers. 

That would conclude my recap of my appearances
for January to March. 

For April, I attended the 42nd Annual Miss Native
American UofA Pageant and the Gila River Royalty
Pageant. My first appearance of May was the 27th
Annual Elders Day, to begin the event, fellow royalty
and I greeted and took pictures with them as they
walked in. We also assisted in passing out
refreshments. It was nice seeing my family from
other villages. The District Memorial Service is
always a memorable event since I have family
members in the service. At the Nation's Memorial
Day service, my sash sisters and I assisted in placing
the wreaths. 

I want to thank the parents, guardians, sponsors, and
the community.

Mas-p’o, Thank You

Wa:k Ceksan Wa:k Ceksan 

ROYALTYROYALTY
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Danaliah Miguel, Jr Miss Wa:k Ceksan
2nd Quarterly Report (January – March)

Over the past three months, I have experienced
more events and gotten closer to my sash sisters.
It’s been fun, and I’ve been enjoying it a lot. I went
to the Miss Tohono O’odham Nation Farewell and
Pageant, which I enjoyed. I met other royalties
there, talked with a few, and grew closer to them.

 Our very own community member was crowned
Miss Tohono O’odham Nation for 2024-25, A’Dream
Lake. Congratulations to her. We attended a
blessing for her at our community mass. 

We participated in the TON Rodeo Parade at the
end of January. Their theme was about
superheroes. We all agreed that our Chairman,
Austin Nunez, and our veterans, past and present,
were our superheroes. Thank you, Chairman Nunez,
for participating in the parade. We participated in
the 100th Tucson Rodeo Parade, which I enjoyed
and had fun at. I saw many people, even though it
was hot; it was a time that I enjoyed while joking
around with my sash sisters.

We weren’t able to go to the Pisinimo event because
we had our annual pow wow during that time. This
big fundraiser was a success, and we participated in
the grand entry. Some people asked where I was
from, so it was a good opportunity to practice my
public speaking.

We participated in Native Nations Day at the El
Presidio in downtown Tucson. We had a display of
what we do as royalty, so I got to practice my public
speaking. Visitors asked us questions, and we also
learned about others and a little history, which was a
good opportunity for me and my sash sisters. 
We attended the Miss Native American UofA farewell
celebration after the El Presidio event.

These three months have been enjoyable, and I hope
the next three months will be the same.



7



8

Greetings Wa:k Community! 

We hope you are doing well & taking care of
yourself. We were fortunate to have three
youth workers join us this summer: Mia
Gonzales, Santiago Toro, and Anthony Conde.
Mia worked with our office staff, Santiago
helped the Groundskeepers crew, and Anthony
assisted the Laborers (Fence Crew). They only
have a few more days with our department, but
we wanted to say “thank you” to each of them
for being dedicated to the program, sharing
their ideas, working in the heat, and most
importantly, learning what our department is
about. We wish them well as they move
forward in life. 

Natural Resources Specialist:
Over the past year the Natural Resources
Department has noticed a troubling trend at
the Ha:san Cemetery Charco. Any cemetery
should be a place of peace for both the
deceased and their grieving family members.
Unfortunately, that peace has been disrupted
by drug and alcohol fueled target shooting at
the adjacent cattle tank. Not only is the area
being utilized as a shooting range, the
household items, general refuse, and alcohol
bottles used as makeshift targets are left for
the District, and community members to pick
up and haul out. Additionally, the cattle tank
infrastructure has been vandalized via bullet
holes, ultimately degrading the integrity of the
pipe used to transfer water into the tank. Lead,
the main component of a projectile, is an
environmental contaminant that leads to lead
poisoning of our livestock, our wild animal
relatives, as well as the individuals that eat
meat harvested from these animals. We
implore you to find a more appropriate location
to exercise your constitutional protected
second amendment right.

Administrative Assistant: 
Recently, we made some slight revisions to our
Wa:k Hikdan Use Form. SXD Community
members can still reserve the Wa:k Hikdan, just
stop by our office and see Miranda for the form
and availability. 

If you have any questions, thoughts or
comments please contact us at: David Tenario
(520) 573-4056, Geena Johnson (520) 573-4055,
Morgan Parsons (520) 573-4057, Ulrick Francisco
(520) 573-4054, or Miranda Flores (520) 573-
4053.

Enjoy & have a safe 4th of July Holiday!

David Tenario, NRD Director 
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Greetings Elders!

 Hope you all are keeping cool and hydrated.
The weather is very hot and dry if you have
errands to run it would be best to do those
early mornings before it gets too hot. Look out
for snakes; it is that time of the year when
snakes are out. Keep your yards clear of clutter
and be safe. 

Senior Services has two youth workers this
summer, Lailanie Carlyle and Anitza Mesa.
They are both doing a great job helping prep,
serving meals, and riding along with the Home
Health Techs on some home visits. It is a great
pleasure to have them working with us and
having fun, they both made cecemait and
baked goods for our clients. 

Senior Services has been busy with the
services we provide to the elderly, including
home health visits, medical/congregate
transport, medication pickup/delivery, meals,
breakfast/lunch, and medical supplies
delivery. 

On Wednesday, we took our congregate elders
to the Botanical Garden. They all enjoyed
themselves and the weather before it got hot. I
thought I would share pictures of our elders
and summer youth employees. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please
do not hesitate to contact me here at the
Senior Services office. You can reach me at
either my office, 520-573-4064 or 520-585-
3241. 

SeniorSenior
ServicesServicesMarian Joaquin 

Senior Services Director
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S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community,
What a very busy month for us at the San Xavier Education Center. We just completed our K–6th
Summer Reading “Adventure Begins at Your Library” program. The Summer Reading Program
concentrated on STEM activities, cultural & language, and physical activities. The program
concluded on June 20, 2025. We took the students on field trips to the AZ Science Center in
Phoenix, AZ, and the Cholla Jumping Trampoline Park. In addition to our Summer Reading
Program, we also had the Early Risers Program for incoming kindergartners. A total of 8
students participated. This program concluded on Thursday, June 19, 2025. 

The San Xavier Education Center was fortunate to work with several Summer Youth Workers as
volunteers this summer (Leticia Fontes-Salcido, Armando Mesa, and Lily Roethler). All three youth
workers were busy assisting instructors Sarah McCovery-Leon in the Early Risers Program and
Anna Butler, Elizabeth Ortega, and Delphine Saraficio with the Summer Reading Program with
various cultural/STEM activities. We appreciate the time our youth workers have given us this
summer! All of you are amazing! 

Carmen H. Martinez, Program Administrator

Juk
iabig MasadJuk
iabig Masad

JulyJuly

Big 
Rains Month

Big 
Rains Month

Wa:k SpiritWa:k Spirit



Learning Resources Coordinator- 
Gertrude Lopez
Learning Center Aide-
Elissa Encinas
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The library has been on an upswing with our Summer Infant/Toddler
program. A huge thank you to all the parents/guardians for bringing their
children for fun learning activities. Our theme this summer is “Color Our
World.” 

Our next Infant/Toddler session will be held July 7—17 from 10:30—11:15
For Ages 0—3 yrs.

No Need to Sign Up, You Can Show up on July 7th.

For more Information, Call Gertie or Elissa at 520-807-8621.



S-ke:g Taṣ Wesig ’Em Wui,

The Summer Reading Program is
happening now. The theme is “Color Our
World. “The students have been learning
the O’odham conversation, ’Añi ap ce:gig,
colors, numbers, S-ke:g Taṣ, Seven Days of
The Week, STEM Robotics, 3D-Pens, and
singing in O’odham. Several of the
students are speaking and writing in
O’odham for the first time. The students
help each other in hands-on activities,
songs, and words that are taught each day. 

Attached are photos of the students
participating in hands-on activities. 

Wa:k O’odham Ñi’okĭ for San Xavier
Community members will begin in August,
be on the lookout for more information.

Cultural Language Teacher
Elizabeth Ortega
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Community Liaisons
Anna Butler

Hello students and Families,

Summer has gone by so fast this year, and soon, we will prepare our students to return to
school. I hope everyone, parents and students, had a long, fun, and relaxing vacation this
summer. 

Here is what’s been happening over the summer at the Education Center 

We started with the Summer Reading Program (1st - 6th graders) in June! 

The students had the opportunity to spend time with us and learn more about STEM in
math, science, reading, and the O’odham language. Our students had a great time
learning how to make solar ovens and a cloud in a jar, to mention a few things they did
during the program. I would like to thank all the families and students who participated
in our summer reading program. I hope to see you again next summer in our program.

Next, we had our Recognition Day on June 23. These students were recognized for
receiving rewards throughout the school year. We treated them to a day of fun by eating
pizza and watching a movie at Harkins Theatres. 

Here are some upcoming events in July to keep your eyes open for.
   · Middle School Summer Program (Begins June 30 and ends July 14th, 2025)
   · Back-to-School Rally July 12, 2025
   · SXD Ed. Center & AZ Science Center STEM Camp (July 14th-18th)
 
I hope you all continue to enjoy your summer with your students. Have fun, be safe, and
make sure you all stay hydrated during this hottest month.
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San Xavier District of the
Tohono O’odham Nation
2018 W. San Xavier Road
Tucson, Arizona 85746
Phone: (520) 573-4000
Fax: (520) 573-4089


