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5/22/26 – Chairman and Vice Chair attended SXD
Memorial Day Services at the SX Cemetery in honor of
our fallen veterans. 
-We attended a virtual meeting with TON Water
Resources Department and EPA regarding water
quality issues in the District. 
-We and Velma Begay met with Luke Cole and John
Shepard of Sonoran Institute to discuss opportunities
for collaboration and shared our respective projects. 
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5/26 – 29/26 Vice Chair assisted with the
Young Women’s Gathering Camp 
5/26/26 - Chairman attended the District
Leadership meeting hosted by Sif Oidak District. 
5/29/26 – We attended the monthly ARPA
meeting to update on project progress with the
TON ARPA Team. 

5/19/26 – Executive Team, Planning staff held a
virtual meeting with TON Health Center CEO & Board,
Health & Human Services, and Indigenous Pact, as
part of our due diligence, to discuss how a proposed
outside medical health care provider can be allowed
to serve our community.
-Chairman chaired the SXD Council meeting

5/15/26 – Chairman attended the TOCC’s
graduation ceremony at DDC. 
- Executive Team met with UA Professor Williams on
his grant application to provide online certification
courses to improve financial capabilities for adults.

5/14/26 – Executive Team, Finance & COVID
Coordinator attended the TON Internal Audit Team
review of ARPA expenditures.
-Chaiman chaired the community meeting where
Maintenance/Roads Depts and Cultural Events
Coordinator provided update reports.

5/13/26 – Chairman offered the opening prayer at
ASU’s Graduation ceremony for the School of Social
Work at Fox Theatre, Tucson.
- We attended the Planning & Housing Committee
meeting with Housing staff on land assignments.
-Chairman attended the YMG planning meeting.
-Vice Chair attended the YWG Parents/Guardians,
and Volunteers orientation meeting.

5/7/26 – Vice Chairwoman attended the Old Pueblo
Archaeology Center Board meeting to hear Director’s
report, review financial statements, and discuss
webinars, tours, and classes, and other public
activities. 
5/8/26 – Chairman held a meeting with Pima County
Supervisor Allen’s staffer.

5/11/26 – Chairman attended a Young Men’s
Gathering (YMG) workshop at the Coop.
-Vice Chairwoman provided a welcome for the AZ
Tribal Workforce’s 3-day training hosted by the One
Stop Division and TON Education Department. 
-Vice Chair attended the YWG Planning meeting.

5/5/26 – We attended the Land Assignment Committee
to discuss land assignments/transfers, IHS sewer
updates, and archaeological & biological clearances.
Chairman chaired the SXD Council meeting

5/6/26 – We met with the Maintenance Roads Crew to
get updates on road projects, signs, illegal dumping,
and homeless camps.
-Chairman met with the S-cuk Son Land Trust
representatives and the Rio Nuevo president to
appraise him of the Trust’s status and future plans. 

5/1/26 – Chairman, Vice Chair & SAWRSA Staff
met with Catlow Shipek, Watershed Management
Group, regarding water issues surrounding our
community, and how to support our water needs.

5/4/26 – Vice Chair attended the Young Women’s
Gathering (YWG) planning meeting.
Chairman and Vice Chair attended the Voices of our
Youth Family Night end of the program event.

MAY 2026

Report & Highlights 
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Updated 3/23/26 ARY 

San Xavier District Council & Community Meeting Schedule 
April 2026 – December 2026 

To formallyrequest a placeon the agenda of the Council, please submit your requestalong with any
relevant presentation materials, including PowerPoint slides, handouts, and draft resolutions, to the

Council Secretary no later than two weeks prior for Council meetings, and one week prior for Community
meetings. Email your request and documents to council@waknet.org. 

Deadline Dates for Requests &
Presentation Materials 

San Xavier District Council Meeting Dates 

March 24, 2026 
April 7, 2026 
April 21, 2026 
May 5, 2026 
May 19, 2026 
June 2, 2026 
June 23, 2026 
July 7, 2026 
July 21, 2026 
August 4, 2026
August 18, 2026
September 1, 2026
September 22, 2026
October 6, 2026
October 20, 2026
November 3, 2026
November 17, 2026
December 1, 2026 

April 7, 2026 
April 21, 2026 
May 5, 2026 
May 19, 2026 
June 2, 2026 
June 16, 2026 
July 7, 2026 
July 21, 2026 
August 4, 2026
August 18, 2026
September 1, 2026
September 15, 2026
October 6, 2026
October 20, 2026
November 3, 2026
November 17, 2026
December 1, 2026
December 15, 2026 

Deadline Dates for Requests San Xavier District Community Meeting
Dates 

April 1, 2026 
May 7, 2026 
June 4, 2026 
July 2, 2026 
 

April 16, 2026 
May 21, 2026 
June 18, 2026 
July 16, 2026 
August 20, 2026 
September 17, 2026 
October 15, 2026 
November 19, 2026 
December 17, 2026 
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*Times and Dates are subject to change* 
For any questions, you may contact the SXD Council Department at 520.573.4026 or

520.573.4028 or email council@waknet.org 

August 6, 2026
September 3, 2026
October 1, 2026
November 5, 2026
December 3, 2026
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U’us Wihogdag Ma:sad 
DepartmentDepartment

Housing Housing 
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Mario Reyes, Finance Director 

Hello, I graduated from the University of Arizona in
the Spring of (Y2K) 2000, earning a bachelor’s
degree in accounting and finance and a minor in
Spanish. Go Wildcats!!! Bear Down!!! I have worked
with the Tohono O’odham Tribe for a total of 15
years, 5 years in the Accounting Department in
Sells, as a Senior Accountant, and recently
completed my 10th year here at San Xavier
District. In my current position as Finance Director,
my primary role is to oversee, guide, and direct the
San Xavier District’s daily financial operations,
including the care and custody of all funds and
securities, deposits of all payments, the accounting
of receipts and disbursements, and the general
accounting and financial functions. I enjoy working
for the San Xavier District and hope to continue
making a positive difference for the community. 

Geri Rios, Accounting Specialist 

Hello, I live in San Xavier and have been
employed with the SXD Finance Department
since December 17, 2001, as an Accounting
Specialist. I received an associate’s degree in
accounting from Pima Community College while
working full-time at the District in 2007. I have
worked since age 14 in various clerical
positions. After graduating high school, I
worked in the banking and health insurance
industry in various accounting positions before
accepting a position working for the District. I
enjoy traveling and spending time with family. 

Eliana Norris, Accounting Assistant
 
Hello, I come from the San Xavier District, and I was
born and raised here in Tucson. I have lived on and off
the reservation. I have been part of various District
groups, including Wa:k Tab Basket Dancers, Wa:k
Royalty, Voices of Our Youth Program, the Wa:k Youth
Council, and the Young Women’s Gathering Committee.
I graduated from Tucson High Magnet School in 2022
and started working for the District shortly after. I have
worked for the district for 3 years, and it will be 4 years
in June. I started as a temp receptionist for the
Education department in June 2022, transferred to the
Finance department as a temp at the beginning of June
2024, and was officially hired into my position in
October 2024. I act as a backup for Geri Rios, the
Accounting Specialist. I mainly assist the District
departments with daily financial needs, such as
purchase orders, credit cards, petty cash, and budget
reports, if needed. I handle the filing and scanning of
documents and assist with processing payroll. 

DEPARTMENT 

FINANCEFINANCEFINANCEFINANCE



Finance Word Search 
Find the words in the word bank. The words in the puzzle may be hidden horizontally, vertically,

diagonally, forward, or backward. 
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A:ñi ‘añ hab ce:gig Michael David Anthony Enis. Ñ amjed i:ya Wa:k tab, Ḍ o añ
Wa:k Himdag Events Coordinator. Here is some information to share. There are
many ways O’odham Himdag is shared and understood. Let this be one source
for you as you read and listen. 

 During this month O’odham gather Bahidaj (Saguaro fruit) from the Ha:ṣañ
(saguaro). O’odham also prepare for summer and the coming of the Ju:kĭ. 
The Ha:ṣañ is the symbol of life, sustenance, and harmony. When the white
flowers ripen into fruit in early summer, it is harvested to make Sitol (syrup),
Hihij kusul (Jam) and Nawait (ceremonial wine). Harvesting Bahidaj is a very
spiritual event. No fruit is picked until the Ha:ṣañ is asked to give its blessings
to the harvest, and great care is taken to pick the ripest fruit. 
 
The dried pulp and seeds left behind from the straining were spread out until
almost dry and then beaten with sticks to separate the pulp from the seeds.
The Hihij (dried pulp) was combined with syrup to make Hihij kusul (saguaro
jam). The Kai (seed) was ground into a sweet nut butter Biblos (nut butter) and
added to water to make an Atoll (gruel). The syrup was stored in clay jars. 
 
O’odham celebrate the start of the New Year. There is no date, but the O’odham
New Year is a season that begins with the harvesting of the Bahidaj. After the
harvest, the O’odham celebrate the Ju:kĭ (rain) and Hewel (wind), during the
Jujkida (rain ceremony). Our community, Jujkida is the last Friday of July. 



HIMDAG EVENTSHIMDAG EVENTS  HIMDAG EVENTS COORDINATOR CONTD.COORDINATOR CONTD.  
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Also, during this time O’odham would prepare also for farming and or clearing
their areas from weeds. Below are the tools the O’odham learned to incorporate
using and coming up with names for: 

Siconakud – Hoe 
Pa’la or Ku’bid – Shovel 
Galonakud or Hukṣanakud – Rake 
Ban Wuhioṣa – Pickaxe 

We will have Gohmel practice on Wednesday, July 15 and Wednesday, July
22, 2026. Both beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Building. 

Please open the link for more information

Ha:ṣañ song  Beginning Gohmel Song Beginning Gohmel Song Story 

I look forward to creating and collaborating with you all in the near future in regard
to cultural and community events and potential ideas. If you have any suggestions
or questions, please feel free to reach out and send me an email to
menis@waknet.org or phone call at (520) 573-4005. Pegi ‘Oig. 
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Planning
Department Update

San Xavier District Bridge Repair Update:

The Planning Department would like to update the community on repair work that began
approximately 6 months ago on our very large vehicular bridge at South Mission Road,
just north of Pima Mine Road. This work has been completed successfully with the Pima
County Department of Transportation in collaboration with the District to bring this key

infrastructure up to code for vehicular and pedestrian use. Concrete pillars beneath the
bridge were thoroughly inspected and remediated as necessary, reinforcing the

structure's functional stability. The Planning Department remains committed to the
ongoing improvement and inspection of our critical infrastructure and will continue to
take the steps necessary to ensure the safety and overall well-being of our community.



Water Management Plan

The Southern Arizona Water Settlement Act (SAWRSA), enacted by Congress in 1982 and amended
in 2004, allows the San Xavier District (District) to develop a plan for the Central Arizona Project
(CAP) and groundwater management. 

In the District’s Vision Document, the San Xavier community (Community) created water resource
values for the District’s water resources. They include the following: effective use of groundwater
to benefit residents, water conservation, and environmentally sound use and careful planning in
managing the District’s CAP water allocation. 

With these values, the Water Management Plan (WMP) was prepared by Scott Rogers, the District’s
former Hydrologist. The WMP underwent a review period by District departments, San Xavier
Cooperative Farm, the Community, and federal and tribal government agencies. It was approved by
the District Council on January 6, 2015. The WMP outlines the following goals:

Implement SAWRSA obligations in a manner that provides a fair and effective system of
distributing, allocating, and accounting for the District’s CAP water and groundwater.

Prioritizing the use of the District’s water resources so that they are put to their highest and
most beneficial use.
Protecting and conserving the District’s water resources and preserving them for future
residents of the Community.
Managing the District’s water resources in a manner that prevents the further spread of
degraded or contaminated groundwater. 

The WMP addresses uses of the CAP water, such as farming, aquifer recharge, and riparian
restoration, along with other uses (mining, commercial, livestock, dust abatement, construction,
recreation, etc.) 

The Tohono O’odham Nation was allocated 66,000-acre feet, and SAWRSA authorized 50,000-acre
feet per year (afy) to the District and 16,000 afy to eastern Schuk Toak. Of the District’s allocation,
the Tohono O’odham Nation controls 15,000 afy (Figure 1). 
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FIGURE 1

Of the allocated amount, 27,000 afy is high priority Indian agriculture CAP water that will be
used on the farm rehabilitation and proposed extension. All of which is authorized in
SAWRSA. 

FIGURE 2

Figure 2 outlines the projected CAP water use for 2040. 

The WMP provides guidelines for management of groundwater quality affected by mining, farming,
and CAP water use. To implement the WMP, piezometers were installed to monitor groundwater
levels and quality, geophysical investigations were performed to identify high water producing zones
in the aquifer and identifying geophysical characteristics, geological structures such as physical
property like density, magnetism, and resistivity. 

The WMP provides a plan for underground storage and recovery of CAP water during future CAP
outages and shortages. The Arroyo Recharge project article will be in next month’s newsletter. 

If you have any questions, please contact Maggie Alvarez or Velma Begay at (520)573-4000.

S.A.W.R.S.A Contd. S.A.W.R.S.A Contd. 
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O’odham Ap’edag Ki:O’odham Ap’edag Ki:  O’odham Ap’edag Ki: 
People Wellness HousePeople Wellness HousePeople Wellness House

S-ke:g tas

My name is Warren Fayuant. I am one of the
community Case managers in the San Xavier
Community, and I’d like to share what’s going on
here at the People’s Wellness House (PWH).

 On June 19th and 20th. PWH will be hosting
the 2nd annual Men’s Gathering. We’re
collaborating with four male presenters to
discuss a range of male-focused topics. The
topics to be discussed address the effects of
stress and anxiety on the brain, male
communication, Hierarchical views vs
complementary roles men play at home, at
work, and in the community. We will end the
gathering with a competitive ball game
(Wuicuda/Songuiwul) to encourage leadership
and teamwork.

The presenters are encouraged to focus on 80%
interaction and 30% lecturing.

Greetings to all the Wak Newsletter readers
and all San Xavier community members. 

This is James Funmaker from the Wellness
House, inviting you all to visit the Wellness

House and receive a smudging with sage. With
what’s going on in this world right now, we

believe in taking care of ourselves spiritually
to protect ourselves and our children!

Surround ourselves with positive wellness
energy! We do smudging every day, so come

by and have some tea or coffee and receive a
blessing, it will give you all a good feeling to

share with your family! 

Blessing and love to you all with respect and
love, James Funmaker



 

"Register by using
your camera to
open the link" 
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S-ke:g Tas Wa:k Community,

As we enter June, the Education Center is looking forward to a month filled with excitement for our San Xavier
District community students. There are several upcoming summer programs, field trips, and year-end farewell
celebrations. Currently, our Early Risers and Unearth A Story Summer Reading Program are in full swing. We
have attached flyers with details on our upcoming 2026 SXD Recognition Day, Honorarium, Middle School
Summer Program, Back-to-School Rally, SXD & AZ Science Center STEM Camp, Scholarships & the Clothing
Grant.

With our summer programs, not only are they meant to be fun, but we also help your student stay engaged in
their academics and prepare for the upcoming school year. We will be directing our efforts toward helping your
child have fun experiences and develop critical learning, reading, and math skills. We hope you will share the
excitement by taking time each day to listen as your child shares their experiences with you. 

As you spend time with your child this summer, observe their interactions and note any questions you may have
about their development. If you have questions or concerns, a developmental screening can help identify any
delays in your child’s growth and development, connect you with needed support, and better prepare your
child for the upcoming school year.
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Wa:k SpiritWa:k Spirit
Ha:san Ba:k Masad/ Saguaro Fruit Ripening MoonHa:san Ba:k Masad/ Saguaro Fruit Ripening Moon

Wa:k Spirit
Ha:san Ba:k Masad/ Saguaro Fruit Ripening Moon

Because children learn and grow at different rates, even the
most attentive parents can miss some important milestones.
Completing a developmental screening will give you a
“snapshot’ of your child’s development. If you are confused
or concerned about the results of your child’s developmental
screening, please contact the Education Center for more
information.

In addition, whether going on a summer vacation or staying close to home, books are a great tool
for building background knowledge, which is a key aspect of reading, as it helps children make
connections to the text and the topic at hand.

A heartfelt thank you to all our parents and guardians for your continuous support throughout
the year. We appreciate all you do to support our programs and your child’s educational journey.
As we look forward to the next school year, we are excited about the new adventures and stories
that await us. Until then, have a wonderful and safe summer filled with lots of reading and joy.

Thank you for your continued support of your child's education. Looking forward to serving you
and everyone else as you continue your education.
 
Carmen H. Martinez, Program Administrator



S-ke:g Taṣ Wesig ’Em Wui
 
Time is moving fast, and the school year is quickly coming to an end. To all of the graduates and the Class of
2026, congratulations! 
 
Thank you to all the families, guardians, friends, and many supporters who helped you pursue your education.
A new adventure in this next chapter of your life. Embrace it with courage, determination, and confidence;
never give up as you step into the bright future full of opportunities that lies ahead.
 
This also includes the after-school program. Thank you, parents/grandparents, for participating and bringing
your children to the Education Center. The students have learned the O’odham Calendar, the five groups of
the calendar, and the lunar phases, as well as the O’odham Traditional Calendar: Ahidag (“Year”). The
traditional calendar follows the cycles of the natural world. The plants, animals, the rains, and the agricultural
seasons. The heavy rains of the Summer Monsoon bring new life to the desert. This is the start of the O’odham
New Year. The students have been practicing the names of the months, and also include the Lunar Phases.
This will help students learn the months and how the climate changes throughout the calendar year. 
 
For the ASP K-2nd grades, the students wanted to hear more O’odham stories. Reading De Grazia Paints the
Papago Legends, the students drew and wrote their own storybook. I told the students to write and draw
something they know about, or a make-believe story. After the students completed their book, they read their
stories to me. I really enjoyed listening to their stories. One of the stories was the Iguana, the student’s family
story, and another was on Pac-Man, which was very creative.
 
A Great Shout Out to the Teen Ribbon Skirt participants! Thank you for your participation in the Fashion Show
at the SX Swap Meet. 
 
At the Family STEM Night, it was enjoyable to see young children and their parents participate in STEM
activities. Thank you to the Voices of the Youth for helping out with serving pizza and Eegees, and for also
helping the young students in the activities. 
 
Have a safe month. 
Elizabeth Ortega 
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Cultural Language TeacherCultural Language TeacherCultural Language Teacher
-Elizabeth Ortega-Elizabeth Ortega-Elizabeth Ortega
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CenterCenterCenter
The Learning   The Learning   

G‌r‌e‌e‌t‌i‌n‌g‌s‌ ‌f‌r‌o‌m‌ ‌t‌h‌e‌ ‌L‌i‌b‌r‌a‌r‌y 
Summer is here! 

We are grateful for all of our successful programs throughout this year. 

As you all know, the bookmobile has been visiting the Education Center for a number of years
now and will continue to do so. 

We would like to acknowledge and congratulate Wade Zelenak on his retirement from driving
the Bookmobile. We thank you so much, Wade, for all your hard work with the Pima County

libraries for the many years of your service. Have a Happy Retirement and Enjoy yourself! We
will Miss You!

 
Our 2026 summer Infant/Toddler program will start with two sessions. This program is for

children aged 0— 3 years. The following are the dates for our two sessions:

Monday, June 8—Thursday, June 18 (Mon, Tues, Wed, from 10 —10:45 am)
Monday, July 6—Thursday, July 16 (Mon, Tues, Wed from 10 —10:45 am). 

For more information, please call Gertie or Elissa at 520-807-8621. 
We would also like to send our thanks to Howard and Libby. Howard brings his therapy dog,

 Libby, for our K—2nd graders to read to the dog. 
Y’all have a great Summer!
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	Eliana Norris, Accounting Assistant
	Also, during this time O’odham would prepare also for farming and or clearing their areas from weeds. Below are the tools the O’odham learned to incorporate using and coming up with names for:
	Siconakud – Hoe  Pa’la or Ku’bid – Shovel  Galonakud or Hukṣanakud – Rake  Ban Wuhioṣa – Pickaxe
	We will have Gohmel practice on Wednesday, July 15 and Wednesday, July 22, 2026. Both beginning at 6:00 p.m. in the Community Building.
	Please open the link for more information
	I look forward to creating and collaborating with you all in the near future in regard to cultural and community events and potential ideas. If you have any suggestions or questions, please feel free to reach out and send me an email to menis@waknet.org or phone call at (520) 573-4005. Pegi ‘Oig.



	Planning
	Department Update
	San Xavier District Bridge Repair Update:
	Water Management Plan
	The Southern Arizona Water Settlement Act (SAWRSA), enacted by Congress in 1982 and amended in 2004, allows the San Xavier District (District) to develop a plan for the Central Arizona Project (CAP) and groundwater management.
	In the District’s Vision Document, the San Xavier community (Community) created water resource values for the District’s water resources. They include the following: effective use of groundwater to benefit residents, water conservation, and environmentally sound use and careful planning in managing the District’s CAP water allocation.
	With these values, the Water Management Plan (WMP) was prepared by Scott Rogers, the District’s former Hydrologist. The WMP underwent a review period by District departments, San Xavier Cooperative Farm, the Community, and federal and tribal government agencies. It was approved by the District Council on January 6, 2015. The WMP outlines the following goals:
	Implement SAWRSA obligations in a manner that provides a fair and effective system of distributing, allocating, and accounting for the District’s CAP water and groundwater.
	Prioritizing the use of the District’s water resources so that they are put to their highest and most beneficial use.
	Protecting and conserving the District’s water resources and preserving them for future residents of the Community.
	Managing the District’s water resources in a manner that prevents the further spread of degraded or contaminated groundwater.
	The WMP addresses uses of the CAP water, such as farming, aquifer recharge, and riparian restoration, along with other uses (mining, commercial, livestock, dust abatement, construction, recreation, etc.)
	The Tohono O’odham Nation was allocated 66,000-acre feet, and SAWRSA authorized 50,000-acre feet per year (afy) to the District and 16,000 afy to eastern Schuk Toak. Of the District’s allocation, the Tohono O’odham Nation controls 15,000 afy (Figure 1).
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	Wa:k Spirit Ha:san Ba:k Masad/ Saguaro Fruit Ripening Moon
	-Elizabeth Ortega
	Greetings from the Library


